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NSCAI. This landmark report and its
important recommendations are the re-
sult of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019, which established the NSCAI
as an independent commission ‘‘to con-
sider the methods and means necessary
to advance the development of artifi-
cial intelligence, machine learning,
and associated technologies to com-
prehensively address the national secu-
rity and defense needs of the United
States.”

In March 2021, the Commission sub-
mitted its final report to Congress and
the President, in part, warning of the
dangers of the Chinese Government ob-
taining the personal genetic informa-
tion of U.S. citizens and the impor-
tance of ensuring U.S. leadership in
biotechnology. As we complete our
work on the United States Innovation
and Competition Act that will enable
us to maintain our technological edge
over China, it is imperative that we ac-
knowledge the findings of this Commis-
sion regarding the critical importance
of securing our biodata from China and
its agents. To that end, allow me to
cite warnings and recommendations di-
rectly from this Commission. I hope
our State Department leadership, in-
cluding Secretary Blinken, take these
into serious consideration and put
them into action.

On Page 53, the report finds: ‘“‘[China
understands the tremendous upside as-
sociated with leading the bio revolu-
tion. Massive genomic data sets at
places like BGI Group (formerly known
as the Beijing Genomics Institute),
coupled with China’s now-global ge-
netic data collection platform and ‘‘all-
of-nation” approach to AI, will make
them a formidable competitor in the
bio realm. BGI may be serving,
wittingly or unwittingly, as a global
collection mechanism for Chinese gov-
ernment genetic databases, providing
China with greater raw numbers and
diversity of human genome samples, as
well as access to sensitive personal in-
formation about key individuals
around the world. The United States
cannot afford to look back in 10 years
and be ‘‘surprised” by the Dbio-
technology equivalent of Huawei.]”’

Later, on Page 586, the report finds:
“[BGI has also benefited from substan-
tial support from the Chinese govern-
ment, as well as its 2013 acquisition of
a competing U.S. firm, Complete
Genomics. There are indications that
BGI’s links with the Chinese govern-
ment may run deeper than it publicly
claims, as it built and operates China
National GeneBank, the Chinese gov-
ernment’s national genetic database,
and has used PLA-owned supercom-
puters to process genetic information.
Chinese diplomats have pushed BGI-
built COVID-19 testing kits, including
in the United States, and by August
2020 BGI had ‘‘sold 35 million rapid
COVID-19 testing kits to 180 countries,
and built 58 labs in 18 countries.”” The
highest levels of the United States gov-
ernment should publicly state these
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concerns so as to raise awareness
among the U.S. commercial and aca-
demic biotechnology communities, as
well as U.S. allies, many of which cur-
rently have partnerships or business
dealings with BGI.]”’

The Commission then recommends
on Page 587 that the State Department
design a specific initiative to warn
America and its allies about BGI.
“[Launch a strategic communications
campaign to publicly highlight the
links between the Chinese government
and BGI. The Secretary of State should
personally voice concern about BGI’s
ties to the Chinese government and in-
struct the Department to conduct a
strategic communications campaign to
highlight those links and warn of the
dangers of the Chinese government ob-
taining personal genetic information
via BGI. The Department should also
warn BGI and the Chinese government
that it will closely monitor BGI’s ac-
tivities, and that should BGI be uti-
lized as a mass DNA-collection appa-
ratus for the Chinese government, it
could face additional U.S. regulatory
action.]”

It is important to note that two sub-
sidiaries of BGI were placed on the en-
tity list by the Commerce Department
last year for their role in aiding the
genocide being perpetrated by the Chi-
nese Government against the Uyghur
minority in Xinjiang, an issue that I
and many of my Senate colleagues
have been vocal on.

In closing, I think it is important
that this report be part of our RECORD
today.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL
OF THE FREDERICK DOUGLASS
PARK

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and celebrate the
centennial of Indianapolis’ Frederick
Douglass Park.

In the early 20th century, rec-
reational opportunities for Black
Americans in Indianapolis were sepa-
rate and unequal. There were no public
swings or slides for children to play on,
no designated green spaces for commu-
nities to gather in. When the city’s
government took notice of the polluted
and dangerous swimming holes and
streams in which citizens cooled off, it
constructed sanitary swimming pools,
in White neighborhoods only.

There were, thankfully, Hoosiers who
recognized these injustices and re-
solved to right them: the physician and
city council member Sumner Furniss
and journalist Marcus Stewart, who
both lobbied for the creation of a park
to accommodate the city’s growing
Black population. And the family of
local entrepreneur Edward Claypool,
who donated the land on which to build
it.

Because of their efforts, in the sum-
mer of 1921, a new park opened on the
northeast side of Indianapolis where
African Americans were welcome. It
was fittingly named for the great
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champion of freedom, Frederick Doug-
lass.

A year later, a large swimming pool
filled with clean water opened. There
were slides, swings, and merry-go-
rounds too. Next came the adjoining
Douglass Park Golf Course. Originally
six tomato cans in a cow pasture, it
later grew to nine holes and par 34 and
is one of the only golf courses in the
Nation named after an African Amer-
ican. Tennis courts, basketball hoops,
and baseball diamonds were added as
well.

When the doors to other communal
gathering places across Indianapolis
were closed and locked, Frederick
Douglass Park didn’t just provide an
alternative, it created a beloved insti-
tution that brought people together.

Thousands of Hoosiers spent their
weekends and holidays here. It was the
site of civic gatherings, political ral-
lies, family reunions, basketball tour-
naments, little league championships,
and jazz concerts. Across the park on a
typical summer night the thump of
basketballs on pavement competed
with the echoes of brass instruments.
It was not uncommon to see the likes
of champion boxer Joe Louis playing a
round of golf or future basketball leg-
ends Mel Daniels or George McGinnis
working on their game.

One hundred years later, Frederick
Douglass Park continues to play an im-
portant role in the civic life of our cap-
ital city and bring joy to those who
call it home. It is exactly the type of
public place where Americans have al-
ways engaged, interacted, and found
common ground.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this milestone.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO BRIDGER BOGUS

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Bridger for
his hard work as an intern in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office as well as to the
State of Wyoming.

Bridger is a native of Cheyenne. He is
a student at the University of Wyo-
ming, where he is studying economics
and political science. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Bridger for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO REBECCA BRENNER

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
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